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Dear Mr. Chairman: 


S was glad te kave yeer meccage ef December 11th and to know that 
you beilewe, az we de, that wo kaw come te the final stage of the 
Cebex effair between us, the cetilement ef which will have cig- 
sificence for eur fetare velatiens end fer eur sbility to evercome 
ether difficulties. EF wich te thank you fer your expressiea ef appre- 
eiatien of the understending ani flexibility we have tried te display. 


3 have fallowed with elese attention: the negotiations ea the final 
ecttloment ef the Cuban question betweea your representative, Mr. 
Kusaetsev, and our representatives, Ambassador Steveason and 
Mr. McCley, in New York. in these negotiations we have tried to 
eaderstand pour position and I am glad te este that Mr. Kusnetsov 
has also shown effort te usterstand cur problems. # is clearly isn 
the interast ef both sides that we reack agreement on how finally 
to dispose ef the Cuban crisis. To this end, Ambascador Stevensed 
end Mr. bMcCley presented es Wednesday a sew draft of « joint Η . 
οἰδίειδοϊ which by new bas certainly reached you. ἃ wich to assure 
you that ἐξ [6 eur purpose to end this affair ac simply end clearly as 


| pessible. 


You vefer to the importance of my statements ea ox invasica of 
Cabs and ef eur intentien te fulfil] them, ac that no doubts are sown 
from the very start. 2 save already stated my positica publicly {a 
ray press conference on November 26th, and J am gled that this — 
stetersent appeare ts have your saderstanding; we have never wanted — 
t be drivan by the δεῖ ef ethers into wer fa Cuba. The ether cide 
ef the eccin, howsver, is that we do 5οσά to have adequate assureaces 
thet all effensive weapons are removed from Cubs and are set re- 
introduced, and thet Cuba fiself commits ne aggressive ests agaiast 
eay of the astiens ef the Westera Hemisphere. Ag § understand 
Fou, you feci confident that Cuba will not ἐξ fect exgage iz such 
eggressive acts, and ef esurse ὃ already kave your own assurance 
about the cifensive weapens. So I myseif should suppose that you 
esald accept eur pocitica -- but it ls prebably better te leave fizal 
stecession ef these mattars ἐς eur representatives la New York. g 
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; quite agree with you that the lergor part of the crisis has now been 
eaded and we should act permit ethers to stand fa ths way af premptty 
ecttling the rest without further acrimeay. 


With regard to your reference to the confidential channels set up 
hetersen us, 5 can assure you that Iwalze them. ὃ have act ecacealed 
from you thet it was a cericus dicappoiatment to me that daagercusly 
mislending iaformatien should have coms through these channels 
before the recent crisis. Yeu may alse wish ta know that by en 
accident er misunderstanding enc ef your diplomats appears to kave 
usod ἃ represestative ef = private televisica network es ἃ chansol 
tous. This ic always Gawise iz our country, where the members ef 
the preso oftea tasist on printing ot come inter time what thoy παν 


kearn privately. 


Because our cystems are ga different, you may net be fully Somiliar 
with the prectices οὗ the American press. The competitica for 
aews in Chis country (6 fierce. A number ef tho compstitors ere 
act grost admirers of my Adznisistration, and perhaps an even larger 
sumbsr are not wholly friendly te yours. Here in Washingtoz we ἢ 
have 1200 reporters accredited te the White House aloas, end ξ 
thousands more ἐπ other δεδίφετωσυλο, Net ene δ them is accountatile 
te this government for what he reports. H would bs a great mistake ὁ 
to think that what appears iu newspapers aad magaxines necessarily 
hes anything to do with the policy aad purpose of this goverament. 
Sam glad te say that £ haws seme friends among sawcpapermen,. δε 


mo spokesmen. 


' Bat let me emphasize egain that wo de indeed value thece confidential | 


ehesaais. £ catirely share your view thst some truzt is nocescary 
Ser leading statesmen of cur two countries; I believe thet it is 
isaportant.to build che area ef trust wherever possible. ξ shall of 
eouree centiene to bold aexd to express any convictions about the 
ealetive merits of eur systems of goveram ent, sad I will act be sure 
priced i you ἐφ the same. ᾿ 


ba partieular, sno have boon vary glad to have epportuntties for 

private exchanges with and threugh Mr. Selshakov, asd { am sorry 

69 leave that be fo roturming to Moocow. ἕξ ts cur impressica that 

&o Bas made a vast effert ta imgerove communications and saderstanding 
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between our two governments, ond we chall πᾶ him wery 

” gaeseh. 

Σ eppreciate your writixg me ce frankly, end4 in return I have tried 
to be as straightforward, for I agrees with yeu that only threugk ouch 
frank oerchaages cana we better usderctend our respective geints of 
view, Partly fer this reasen ὃ refrained in myinst press conference 
fcera commenting on certaiz aspects of your speech befers the 
Sapreme Soviet with which yes reclise, ef courss, we could ast 

cio alec are hopefel that ence ths Coben existe εκ, we 

ekali be able te tackle the other probiems confronting us and to 
find the path to their soistion. -, 


I eannet refrain frem cessnienting briefly en your reference to the 
German questica, though f do act think that it would be useful in | 
this moseage to expeaund eur fall positien ence again. [i ἊΝ 
cuggestica that the interests ef our two countries are te; ΤᾺ 
& “ 


For here the vital teterests of many tates are ἐπνοῖνοά -- 0a γε, 
side os well os eurs. Hf thls is recegaised, then I am ceafldent 
that a wey cas be found which will eccomaedate these intercets and 
which will lead te ἃ pecceful ecttlement. i cannot quite agreo cits . 
you that Mr. Rusk and Mr. Gre:ayke Rave settled everything 965 
Berlin bat ene issue. They are skiilful aad experienced . 
but Ido not think we should give t0m tec mack credit yet. | _. 


== 

& look Gereard te receiving your ceafidantial letter and prepocals 

oa the test ban Question, exd f think thors is every reasen te hesp 
wetking en this preblem. ὃ. hepe the? [5 yeur message ex this sub- 
ject you will tell me what you think about the position of the poopie 
fs Peking en thie qessticn. BR cocms te me very Umportant fer - 

bets of cs that ia cur effects ἐ cocure on end ὃ wuclear testiag we 
ebsaia act ewerlook this ares of the world. 
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Thank you gor yeur expressiens ef good wishes to mo and my family, 
‘ and let me ἐπ tura cend you and your wife and family cur porcezal 
good wishes for ths coming yeer. 
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eS τὰς Ve <3. =e" ὩΣ ve ᾿ | | | 
ae soe to havé your ‘yoeasage of Décember 1118 end to 5 Know that . 


— " you believe, as we do, that we have core to the final stege οὗ the 
ον ἐπὶ Cubans affair between us, the scttlemont of which will have sige - 
ν᾿ plffeence for our future relations and, for our ability to overcome . 
other difficulties. I wish to thank you for your expression of appre. 
clation of the understanding and flexibility we have tried to display. 


λεῖος σὴ Ihave followed with close cllention the ὐο)οῖῖείοισ σα the final 

re she settlement of the Cubzn sasctlon betw.cca your represeate tive, Mr. 
oa * Kusuetsov, and our represcatatlves, /finbcossedor Stevenson and 
OE _ Myre MeCloy,. in New York. In these regots: tions we have tried to 
ΡΝ ᾿ποδοτεῖαβά your position and I am gled to ncto that Mr. Kuznetsov 
"has elso shown effort te understand our problems. It {s clea arly fn 

_ the faterest of both sides that we reach agreement oa how finally 

_ to dispose of the Cuban crisis. To this end, Ambsssedor Stevenson 
end Mr. McCloy presented on Wednesdty a new draft of a joint 
stzefement which by now has certainly reached yous I wish to assure 
you that it {5 our purpese to end this. effaly 26 sinply and clearly 2a 
possible, 
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Youu refer to the Importznce of my statements oa an Invasion of 
Cuba end of our intention to fulfill them, so that no doubts ere sown 
from the very start. Ihave alresly etrted my pealtion publicly fa 
ray press conference on Iove...ter 20th, end Jain glad that this 
statement appears to have your uaierctinding; we have cover wasted 
to bs driven by the acts of others ἰωΐῖο var in Cuba The other clde 
"of the colz, however, is that we do need to have odequa δ 2psurrace3 
that all offensive weapons are removed from Cuba and are not ree 
Introduced, and that Cuba itself commits no aggressive acts egzinst 
say of the nations of the Western Hemisphere. As I understand 
you, you fcel confident that Cuba vil! net in fact engace in such 
"~* aggressive acts, and of course i already have your own assurance 
about the offensive weapons. So I mysclf{ should suppose that you 
oud eccept our position -- but it {s probably better to leave final 
discussion of these matters to our representatives in New York. Σ 


[9] 


: οΘΑΜΊΤΙΖΕΡ, 


ρον with you that the torger pars of the crlete has pow been 
Sed-and wo should rot permit othe: to etznd Ja the way of promptly 
pthe rest without further eerimonye boone . 
aa . 


ith ecard ta jour refezence te ‘the: ‘confidential channels δεῖ up 

τ ε betwee us, I cen assure you that Ivelusthem. I have nct concealed 
sapaite you that it wes ἃ serious disappointment to me that dangerously 

ἧς Entuteading information should have'come through these channele τ στ. ον 
ἐς belore the recent erisiz.. You may 8160 wish to know that by ane 


hy pr ss often insist cn pr rInting eat cone of: ‘ter lane whet they 1 ray 
es learn | privetel ly . | . 
“ “gettin? ae 
. Because our systems are BO different, you may notte fully fain{lfar 
zeit the practices of the Arcerican press. The cornpetition for 
2 ews in this country ἐπ fierce. A number of the competitors are 
eee st grest. admirers of my ‘Administration, end perhaps an cven larger 
ἢ qumber are not wholly {ricndly to yours. -Here {in Weekington we 
j= beve.t200 reporters accredited to the White House elone, end 
i thousands snore in other assignments. Wot one of them Is accountzble 
ete this government for what he reports. It would be δ great mistake 
to think that what appears in newspapers and magazines necessarily 
Shas anything to do with the policy and purpose of this government. 
- Fam glad to say thet Ihave some friends among newspapermen, but 


: no ὁ spokesmen, 


5 . 
| Bat let me crophasize egain that we co {1% sed velue these confidential 
' channels, Eeattrely share your view tht rome trust ls necessary 
“ for Jeading statesmen of our two σουλίσ! το) ; Lkelleve set it ts 
_ important to build the area of trust wherever possible. I shall of 
course continue to bold and to express my convictions about the 
_gelative merits of our systems of government, end I will not be sure 
prised if you do the same. 
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ἜΣ Partly for this reason I refrained in mylest press conference | = ΓΝ 


“Supreme Soviet with which you realize, of COURSE, we could act . 
“agree. US. ες 
We aleo ere hopeful that once the Cubsa crisls ἐς befinfus, we 

shall be able to tackle the cther problerns contveating us end to 
‘find the path to thelr solutfon. 
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I look forward to receiving your confidential leticr and proposals 
on the test ben questicn, and [ think there fs cvery reason to keep 
Morking on this problem. I hope.thst ἔπ yous. mesgage on this sub 
Ject you will tell me what you think about the position of the people 
in Peking on this question. Σὲ seems to me very [mportant for 
both of us that In our efforts to secure an end to nuclear testing we 
skobld net. overlook this area of the world. 
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